
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

October 2017 

Harlesden Neighbourhood Forum (HNF) met with Old Oak and Park Royal Development Corporation (OPDC) 

and Brent council to discuss likely impact of the largest regeneration project in the UK on Harlesden.  

Representatives of the Harlesden Neighbourhood Forum, (formed by local residents in 2015 to have a say 

in future planning development in Harlesden), have met with Victoria Hills the CEO of OPDC and 

representatives of Brent council, to discuss some of the key issues likely to affect Harlesden as a result of 

the OPDC development. 

Harlesden Neighbourhood Forum believes that the future redevelopment of Willesden Junction Station 

and the adjacent Old Oak development area presents a great opportunity for Harlesden Town Centre. 

However, representing a community voice for local residents, HNF have expressed concern that if plans to 

connect the new development to Harlesden are not strong enough, there is a real risk that this will result in 

people being diverted away from Harlesden’s town centre, severely affecting its future success.    

HNF urged OPDC to make clear its intentions for improvements to the western half of Willesden Junction 

Station, including Station Approach and ensure that Harlesden needs are being prioritised.  

HNF will work closely with the Council Leader- Cllr Muhammed Butt, who sits on the OPDC board - to 

ensure those concerns are prioritised and expedited, and  will continue to scrutinise the relevant plans as 

they are developed. 

Meanwhile, HNF continue to finalise the community-led Harlesden Neighbourhood Plan, which is due to go 

to a public referendum next year. Within this, they are looking to include further suggestions on how to 

support good connectivity of Harlesden to the new development and further improve the town centre.  

Cllr Muhammed Butt, Leader of Brent Council, said:  

“It’s vital that we protect Harlesden town centre’s connection with Willesden Junction station, and if we 
can also see it enhanced, then even better. I’m confident that’s what the OPDC are trying to do and local 
residents have my full support in ensuring we get the best deal possible.” 
 
Rev. Leao Neto, HNF chair was quoted as saying: 

"We at the Harlesden Neighbourhood Forum recognise the OPDC development as a unique opportunity for 
the local area and are determined to ensure Harlesden's voice is heard during the planning stages of this 
incredible project. We would also welcome anyone who would like to get involved in the HNF at our next 
meeting in early  November"  
 
- Ends – 

 



HNF membership is free and open to all Harlesden residents, workers and business owners. Anybody can 

sign up to their mailing list, and they welcome any queries, requests or offers of support. 

Please contact Nick Jones, HNF Committee, info@HarlesdenNeighbourhoodForum.com, 02089652561 

For further information about HNF please visit http://www.harlesdenneighbourhoodforum.com/about-us  

For further information on OPDC development please visit https://www.london.gov.uk/about-

us/organisations-we-work/old-oak-and-park-royal-development-corporation-opdc 

An image from the day can be downloaded here. In image left to right: Claire Jones (Brent Council), Ken 

Hullock (Local planning advisor for HNF), Rev. Leao Neto (HNF Chair), Alice Lester (Brent Council), Victoria 

Hills (OPDC CEO), Peter Farnham (OPDC), Atara Fridler (HNF co-Vice Chair) 
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